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PROFESSIONAL WRESTLER, RICHARD SMITH, JULY 17, 1969. 


In This Issue... 


If you were a local professional wrestler in the 1960s, 70s and 80s, you might 
have gone to Sam G. Foster for your publicity photos. And in those decades, 
whenever a crowd gathered, Sam was there to take photographs that he sold 
to the newspapers. In doing so, he captured not just another installation of 
new officers or another car accident but conveyed the idea there was more to 
the story than the obvious by catching a variety of expressions in the faces he 
saw. This overlay of meaning brings back the eye to his photos again and again. 

The photograph above and many more like it are in the Sam G. Foster 
Collection at the Heritage Museum along with his family papers. We have 
taken excerpts from these for a story about Sam and his family. 

Oscar Olson’s story about duck hunting will continue in the next issue. 


—The Editor 
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Photographer, historian, activist. 


SAMUEL G. FOSTER 


By the Editor 


T HERE IS some irony in the fact 
that we know very little about 
Sam G. Foster. After all, he was 
the president of the board of the 
Clatsop County Historical Society 
in 1980, 1981, and 1982. In 1975, he 
had been named chairman of the 
Clatsop County’s U.S.A. Bicentennial 


Celebration (1776-1976) and he was 
on the board for Clatsop County’s 
Sesquicentennial in 1994. He was 
a businessman in Astoria, Cannon 
Beach and Seaside for many years. 
In addition, a large part of his col- 
lection of photographs and files now 
resides in the Archives at the Heritage 





SAM AS A BOY IN THE BACK YARD OF HIS GRANDFATHER'S HOME IN SEASIDE, CA. 1923. 
‘THE GUNDERSON HOUSE IN SEASIDE WAS LOCATED AT 402 7TH STREET S. (7TH STREET S 
1s Now Hotiapay Drive.) THIS APPEARS TO BE THE SAME LOCATION AS SAM G. FosTER's 
HOUSE. DERBY (DaRBy) GUNDERSON'S HOUSE WAS AT 795 AVENUE Q. 
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Museum. In the process of trying 
to put together this story, however, 
we discovered that there are many 
unanswered questions about his life. 
We probably know more about Sam’s 
grandparents than we know about 
him. 


Sam Gunderson Foster 


Parents: Sam Bagshaw Foster 
(born Portland, Oregon) and 
Annie Bernthine Gunderson 
(born Astoria) 


Grandparents: Alfred Scott 
Foster and Emily Bagshaw (both 
born in Yorkshire, England) 
and 
Charles Severin Gunderson 
(born in Norway) & Annie 
Anderson (born in Wisconsin) 


Sam died in 2006 at the age of 86, 
leaving his wife and stepson to write 
a brief obituary. According to it, Sam 
G. Foster was: born January 14, 1920 
in Portland to Samuel B. Foster and 
Annie Bernthine (Gunderson) Foster. 
He was raised in Portland, served in 
the US Navy in WW II, moved to 
Cannon Beach in 1955 and Seaside 
in 1965, married Barbara Moorhead 
Hegeberg on Feb. 14, 1984, moved 
to Portland in 2004 where he died in 
2006 and was buried at Willamette 
National Cemetery (with contribu- 
tions to go to the Humane Society 
of Oregon). 

Omitted was anything regarding 


his education beyond grade school, 
where he was during WW II, how 
long he was in the service, where he 
lived when he got out and when he 
started his photography business. 
Also omitted was his first wife, Betty 
(Elizabeth). A little of this we have 
been able to track by way of his photo 
collection, census records, city direc- 
tories and a few newspaper articles. 
Sam’s early years were spent in 
Portland. At some point, he moved 
to California. He and his wife, Betty, 
lived in a dry desert area for some 
years, then moved to Cannon Beach 
where Sam’s parents had a vacation 
home. The Polk Directory for Astoria 
and area first lists Sam in 1966-67: 


Foster Sam G (Gunderson’s 
Goods) r Conno [sic] Beach 


The listing for Gunderson’s Goods 
(import) in the same directory shows 
that the store was located in Astoria at 
1129 Commercial Street, Rooms 1&2. 
This was the Gunderson Building, 
constructed by Sam Foster’s grand- 
father, Charles S. Gunderson before 
the 1922 fire and rebuilt after the fire. 
It is the two-story building on the 
south side of Commercial between 
uth and 12th. The Gunderson 5¢ to $1 
Store near the present location of 
the Frame Shop on Commercial 
between, 12th and r4th Streets was 
operated by Obert B. Gunderson who 
apparently wasn’t related to Charles S. 
Gunderson. 

Around 1969, Sam operated a 
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photograph studio known as Astoria 
Photo, later renamed Seaside Photo. 
In 1973, he is listed for the first time 
living on Holladay Drive in Seaside, 
the same location as his photo stu- 
dio. He specialized in weddings, 
reunions, etc. At this time he also 
did photography for newspapers and 
for television news, filming events of 
all kinds including automobile and 
airplane accidents. He and Betty lived 
in Seaside until her death on August 
16, 1981, at the age of 60. 

According to her very brief obitu- 
ary, Elizabeth “Betty” Foster was born 
July 25, 1921 in Brooklyn, N.Y. She 
served in the U.S. Navy (probably 
how she met her husband) and had 
worked for several years as a nurse. 
She was a member of the American 
Legion, Clatsop Post 12. The obituary 
does not give her maiden name or the 
date of their marriage. She applied for 
her social security card in California. 
We know she helped Sam with his 
photography business as her name 
appears on some of the commercial 
photos in the Foster collection. She is 
given credit for a photo of a fire at a 
Cannon Beach home in the April 12, 
1968 Astoria Budget. Sam and Betty 
Foster donated many items to CCHS 
as did his second wife, Barbara. 

Sam’s second wife, Barbara, died 
April 9, 2011, at the age of 91, in Las 
Vegas where her son, Sam’s step- 
son, was living. She was born May 
26, 1919 in Centralia, Washington 
to Lorenzo D. and Dorothy E. 


(Rickard) Moorhead. She attended 
school in Portland and later worked 
as a bookkeeper. Barbara was married 
to Samuel G. Foster on February 
14, 1984. They were both buried at 
Willamette National Cemetery. 

Found with his photograph col- 
lection were newspaper clippings 
Sam had saved. From them we learn 
that he was passionate about the 
public retaining access to the Oregon 
beaches. The Oregonian newspaper on 
May 14, 1967 printed a photo of Sam 
picketing the owner of the Surfsand 
Motel at Cannon Beach after he 
put barriers on dry sand in front of 
his motel to reserve that area of the 
beach for his guests. Next to Sam’s 
photo were photos of Governor Tom 
McCall in front of the same motel 
for the purpose of bringing atten- 
tion to this issue. On May 25, 1967, 
the Seaside Signal printed a similar 
photo of Sam. And on May 29th the 
Astoria Budget printed a photo of Sam 
picketing the Cannon Beach city hall 
for its refusal to follow through on 
a legal complaint he signed against 
the construction firm that installed 
the piling fence around the Surfsand 
Motel’s private beach. All the public- 
ity helped. The beach bill was passed 
by the legislature in June and signed 
by Gov. McCall on July 6, 1967, giving 
ownership of the dry sand beach to 
the public. 

Also found with his photos was 
a copy of the editorial page of the 
January 24, 1968 Oregonian with 
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his letter urging people refrain from 
supporting a law that would forbid 
driving on the beaches. “Proper 
enforcement of our present and good 
I5-MPH speed limit is the answer to 
the critics of vehicular use of this 
beach...” Sam described himself as 
“One who has volunteered efforts 
toward beach safety and enjoyment 
there for all.” The letter was signed 
“SAM FOSTER, President, Cannon 
Beach Rescue Patrol.” 

Another passionate interest of 
Sam’s was the Tillamook Rock 
Lighthouse. Sam was probably one 
of the most knowledgeable persons 
on the subject. Some may remember 
a long talk he presented at a meeting 
of the Clatsop County Historical 
Society many years ago. Sam’s col- 
lection of photos and files on the 
lighthouse are at the Seaside Museum 
and Historical Society. According to 
Helen Gaston of the museum, Sam 
was also on the board there. 


SAM FosTEr’s PARENTS 

Sam’s father and great grandfather 
were also named Samuel. His father 
Samuel Bagshaw Foster was born 
in Portland, Oregon in 1886. When 
Sam Bagshaw Foster was only six 
years old, his mother took him to 
England to visit her family there. (His 
parents were both born in England.) 
The letter he wrote in cursive to his 
father is remarkable for someone that 
age: 


London July 31st, 1892 
My dear Father, [Alfred Foster] 


I have seen a great many things 
in London. Aunt Ellen took 
Mother and me to see the Tower 
where there are a lot of cannons 
and swords and armour. We had 
a boat on the Thames and went 
to the Houses of Parliament and 
the Abbey and Cleopatra’s needle. 
Another day we went to Buffalo 
Bills Wild West Show. There were 
lots of Red Indians with wild 
bucking horses but the men stuck 
on like glue. Buffalo Bill shot 
a lot of glass balls when he was 
riding. Uncle Jake took me to the 
Zoo and I saw everything there. 
I had a ride on the elephants 
back and I fed it. I have been to 
Highgate and seen the stone where 
Dick Whittington rested when he 
heard the church bells ring. Uncle 
Jake has lots of fruit and flowers 
in his garden. We shall be glad 
to see you all when you come. 
Your loving Sam 


An undated newspaper article from 
a few years later announces: 


PORTLAND YOUNG MAN 
GRADUATES WITH HONORS. 


Samuel Foster, son of Captain A. S. Foster, 
of Piedmont’, has just graduated from the 





* Piedmont probably refers to a neighbor- 
hood in the north and northeast sections 
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BOYCOTT 


Ona 


BEACHES AXE FOR 


PEUTLL NEL CLAIR 





Sam G. FOSTER PICKETING THE SURFSAND MOTEL IN CANNON BEACH. 


Washington State College at Pullman, Wash., 
where he passed with the highest grade of 
any member of his departments. Mr. Foster 
specialized in veterinary science. He will locate in 
Portland, and is now arranging for the purchase 
of an East Side location where he will build a 
large reinforced concrete hospital for animals. 
This is something which has been badly needed 
in Portland for some time. It is intended to 
have a regular surgery and operative depart- 
ment in connection with the new hospital. 
The young man graduated from the 
Lincoln High School’’ before enter- 
ing the Washington State College. 





The wedding of Sam Bagshaw 


Foster and Bernthine Gunderson was 


of Portland. 

** Lincoln High School is a public high 
school located in the Goose Hollow 
neighborhood of Portland, Oregon. It was 
established in 1869, making it one of the 
two oldest public high schools west of the 
Mississippi River (from Wikipedia). 


reported in the Astoria newspaper 
from June 15, 1915: 


FOSTER-GUNDERSON 


Charming in every detail was the wed- 
ding of Miss Bernthine Gunderson and Dr. 
Samuel B. Foster Tuesday afternoon at the 
home of the bride’s parents, Captain and 
Mrs. Charles S. Gunderson [in Astoria]. 
Exquisite decorations made the living room 
a veritable bower of bloom for the occa- 
sion. Huge bowls of Caroline Testout roses, 
delphinium, and lilies were effective with the 
banks of green for background. The impressive 
ring ceremony was read under a canopy of 
roses by Rev. Gilbert of the Presbyterian church. 
Miss Gunderson was strikingly handsome 
in her gown of soft ivory toned satin with 
touches of real lace. The bride wore a lavil- 
lierre of platinum and diamonds, a present 
from the groom, and carried a shower bou- 
quet of bride’s roses and lilies of the valley. 
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BETTIE AND SAM G. FosTER WITH 
CROWD GREETING VICE PRESIDENT 
NELSON ROCKEFELLER ON HIS ARRIVAL 
IN PORTLAND, PRINTED IN THE 
OcTOBER 14, 1976 OREGONIAN 

mmediately preceding the ceremony Miss 
Bess Reed sang Cadman’s “At Dawning.” Miss 
va Clare Ingraham [Dodge] played the wed- 
ding march from Mendelssohn's “Midsummer 
ight’s Dream.” Little Louise Leinenweber 
made a dainty ring bearer in a French lingerie 
frock with bows of pink taffeta. The ring was 
carried in a white lily. Bride was un-attended. 
After the ceremony an informal reception 
nd buffet supper was served. The din- 
ng room was lovely with quantities of 
golden coreopsis, marguerites and butter 
cups tied with yellow tulle. Presiding at the 
table were Mrs. Sanford Whiting, Mrs. A. 
Oftedal, Gusta Backie and Georgia Ekstrom. 
The bride is the eldest daughter of Captain and 
Mrs. Gunderson and has resided in Astoria 
practically all her life where she has a host of 
friends. Dr. Foster is the only son of Captain 
AS. Foster, formerly a resident of Portland, 
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nd graduate of Pullman College. Dr. Foste 
now holds a responsible government posi- 
tion. After a short wedding trip to the Soun 
cities and Moscow, Idaho, Dr. and Mrs. Foste 
will be at home to their friends in Portlan 
Out of town guests at the wedding were Captai 
and Mrs. A.S. Foster, Mrs. H.R. Cliff Mrs. Charle 
H. Blakely, Mrs. Sanford Whiting, Mrs. 0. Ofteda 
Mrs. T.P. Swennes, Miss Gusta Backie, Miss Agath 
Grondal, Miss Hilda Cliff, and Willard Oftedal of 
Portland, and Mrs. Karl Thiele of Seattle. 
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The 1920 census shows Sam B. 
Foster living in Portland with his wife 
and his wife’s sister, Ethel Gunderson, 
a nurse. In 1930, his ten year old son 
Sam G. Foster, his widowed mother 
and sister-in-law Ethel lived with 
them. In 1940, they still lived together, 
but without Ethel. 

Sam B. Foster bought forested 
property south of Cannon Beach 
for a beach home. A write-up in the 
Oregon Journal’s Sunday Garden sec- 
tion on the August 22, 1942 described 
the property as a “Shangrila.” “Only 
an artist soul, imaginative and highly 
observant, could have uncovered the 
hidden beauty; only an enthusiastic 
doer endowed with abundant energy 
and talent could have cleared it just so 
as to leave all the native loveliness un- 
hurt, and then adorned its downward 
winding paths, and nooks, and dells, 
and crannies with jewels from afar. 
Umbrella pines and other evergreens 
have been adroitly introduced, but 
the wealth of planting has been of Dr. 
Foster’s prime favorite, fuchsias.” The 
1941-1942 Cannon Beach directory 
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describes this place as being near 
Humbug Point. Shangrila Road juts 
west from the highway toward a point 
between Silver Point and Humbug 
Point. Another directory describes it 
as “200 feet North Ecola Hotel.” 

This would have been a pleas- 
ant get-away from his job in 1947 
as public stockyards inspector in 
Portland, Oregon, Vet in Charge in 
the Tuberculosis Eradication Division 
working for the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, according to the 
Portland directory. 

After his death in 1951, his wife 
Anna Bernthine moved her home to 
Cannon Beach. She died June 15, 1968. 

Alfred Scott Foster and his wife 
Emily 

Samuel B. (Bagshaw) Foster’s 
parents were Alfred Scott Foster and 
his wife Emily Bagshaw Foster. 

Alfred’s obituary from September 
5, 1923 in the Astoria Budget follows: 


ALFRED SCOTT FOSTER 
PROMINENT SEASIDER 
PASSES AT AGE OF 81 


Alfred Scott Foster, vice president of the 
State Bank of Seaside, a former member of 
he municipal council of that city and for many 
years a steamboat operator on the Columbia 
river, died this morning at his home in Seaside, 
following a six months illness. He is survived 
by his widow, Mrs. Emily Foster of Seaside 
and one son, Samuel B. Foster of Portland. 
r. Foster, who was 84 years of age, was born 
in Flockton, Yorkshire, England, on January 
1842, came to America 45 years ago and had 























mM 








resided at Seaside during the last 13 years. 
For a number of years he was engaged in the 
operation of steamers on the Columbia and 
Willamette rivers, being associated with the 
Shaver Transportation Company of Portland. 
r. Foster was widely known as a result of his 
ssociation with the Oregon Humane Society 
nd was the organizer of and one of the leading 
pirits in the Seaside branch of the society. He 
erved as. a member of the Seaside city council 
nd was president of that body at the time 
the city hall was built and the program for the 
paving of the streets of that city were launched. 
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Alfred Scott Foster appeats on the 
1851 census in Flockton, Thornhill 
parish in Yorkshire, England, avail- 
able through ancestry.com. He was 
nine years old, at the time, living 
with his parents Samuel and Sarah 
(Scott) Foster and his siblings Mary, 
Susana, Edwin, Jessy and George. 
Photos of these people appear in the 
album kept by Alfred’s wife, Emily, 
now in the CCHS archives. By 1871, 
Alfred was working as a bank clerk in 
Garforth, a section of the city of Leeds 
in Yorkshire. In 1876 after Alfred and 
Emily were married, Alfred moved to 
America, according to later census re- 
cords. The 1880 U.S. Census lists him 
as single, however, living in Portland, 
Oregon, working as a bookkeeper (no 
sign of Emily). Emily (Foster), mar- 
ried, appears on the 1881 census half 
a world away in England living with 
her brother Walter Bagshaw. This may 
explain why their only child was born 
a long time after the wedding. On the 
1900 census, in Portland, the couple 
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ALFRED SCoTT FosTER (1842-1923) AT THE AGE OF 21, ABOUT 1863, 
HE WAS THE PATERNAL GRANDFATHER OF SAM G. FOSTER 
AND WAS EMPLOYED AS A BANKER IN SEASIDE. 
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was listed as having been married for 
twenty-four years (1876). With them 
was Sam B., their fourteen-year old 
son. By then Alfred was 58 years old, 
no longer employed. In 1910, they 
were in West Seaside, living on their 
own income (investments). Emily was 
listed as arriving in the U.S. in 1880. 
(Different dates are listed in other 
census records. We are generally lucky 
if two out of three records agree on the 
date of immigration.) In 1920, they 
were still in Seaside. In 1923, Albert 
Foster of Seaside signed a quitclaim 
deed turning over his right in the east 
half of lots one and two of Block 24 in 
Hermosa Park in Seaside to his wife, 
Emily Foster. 

After Alfred’s death, Emily moved 
to Portland to live with her son. She 
was still living with him in 1940 at 
444 NE Floral Place when she was 
ninety years old. She died January 
13, 1941 in Portland. The photo 





It sold for $519,000 on May 20, 2011. 
According to information with the 
photo the Craftsman house is in the 
Laurelhurst area and dates to 1911. 
Sam G. Foster’s report cards were 
from Laurelhurst School. 


EmILy BaGsHaw FosTER 

Alfred Foster’s wife, Emily 
(Bagshaw), seems to have been a 
member of a well-to-do family in 
England, judging by the expensive 
photo album and photos she saved 
and handed down to her only grand- 
son, Sam G. Foster. The album was 
“Presented to Miss Bagshaw on the 
occasion of her marriage. By the 
members of the rst girls class. Hick 
Lane Wesleyan Sunday School. Batley 
[Yorkshire]. July 26th 1876.”The 
album is notable not just for the 


SaM G. FosTER’s REPORT CARDS FROM 
LAURELHURST SCHOOL IN PORTLAND, 
4TH & 5TH GRADES, 1930 & 1931. SAM’S 
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SAM BaGsHAw FosTER ON THE RIGHT SEATED WITH HIS ENGLISH COUSIN, NOEL BacsHaAw, 
WHO LATER GAVE A TALK AT THE BATLEY PuBLic LIBRARY IN YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND IN 1938 
ON THE suBJECT “A Vistr TO NorTH AMERICA, WITH LANTERN ILLUSTRATIONS OF Dr. 
SAM B. FosTER COOKING AT CANNON BEACH AND BEAR Paw Camp [ALAsKa]! 


family photos but for a collection 
of photos of famous politicians, 
authors, composers and others from 
the 1860s, 1870s and 1880s: Charles 
Dickens, Longfellow, Tennyson, 
Jefferson Davis, Abe Lincoln, Seward, 
Napoleon Bonaparte, Count Bismark, 
Disraeli, Gladstone, Thalberg, H.W. 
Beecher, Dr. Livingston, Florence 
Nightengale, Rosa Bonheur, Lord 
Derby, F. de Lesseps, Garibaldi, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, General 
USS. Grant, and Mazzini. Most of the 
photos in the album are of Emily’s 
Bagshaw family. Her parents were 
John Bagshaw (1828-1897) and Ann 
Horsfield (1827-1893). 


Sam G. Foster’s 
OTHER GRANDFATHER 

Captain Charles Severin Gunderson, 
Sam Gunderson Foster’s maternal 
grandfather, was well-known in both 
Astoria and Seaside. He had lengthy 
biographies in Fred Lockley’s The 
History of the Columbia River Valley 
from The Dalles to the Sea, Vol. LI, 
The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 
1928, pages 579-583 and in Portrait and 
Biographical Record of Western Oregon, 
Chapman Publishing Company, 
Chicago, 1904, pages 647 and 648. 
A photo of Capt. Gunderson and a 
brief biography appear in Lewis & 
Dryden’s Marine History of the Pacific 
Northwest, edited by E. W. Wright, 
1895, pages 288 and 289 and he is men- 
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tioned in Who’s Who in Oregon, Vol. 
I, 1929-1930, Oregon City Enterprise 
Publications, page 97. 

Because of the “thrilling episodes” 
in the life of Captain Gunderson 
recorded in the book, History of the 
Columbia River Valley from The Dalles 
to the Sea, we have reprinted it in this 
issue. (see following page.) 

According to the Chapman 
Publishing Company’s Portrait and 
Biographical Record of Western Oregon, 
published in 1904, adds that Charles 
S. Gunderson’s paternal grandfather 
was both a captain and a pilot and his 
father, Captain Gabriel Gunderson, 
followed piloting as a profession in 
Norway until he died in 1875. It also 
adds that Charles Gunderson’s wife, 
Annie, was born in Butte des Morts, 
Winnebago County, Wisconsin (in 
1865). Annie’s mother, Inga Anderson 
Walters lived with the Gundersons at 
402-7th South Seaside. She was the 
widow of William Walters, although 
she is named as Anderson in her son- 
in-law’s biography. She died in Seaside 
at the age of 89, leaving her daughter 
and a son Tony Anderson of Rainier. 

Captain Gunderson’s brother, 
Derby W. Gundersen (note different 
spelling) was born in Bergen, Norway 
February 5, 1858 and came to the 
U.S. in 1873 and was naturalized in 
the Clatsop County Circuit Court. 
He had been employed as a seaman. 
In 1930, he was living in Seaside, 
unmarried. 

Charles and Derby’s sister was 





Capt. CHARLES SEVERIIN GUNDERSON 
WITH HIS GRANDSON 
SAMUEL G. Foster. 


Charlotte S. Gunderson Ekstrom 
who was born in 1861 in Norway 
and married to George Ekstrom, a 
Swede. The couple and their daughter, 
Georgia, operated Ekstrom’s Jewelry 
in Astoria for many years. Georgia 
later took over the business that was 
located at 804 Commercial, on the 
corner of 8th & Commercial in the 
Spexarth Building, across the street 
from the Astoria Post Office. She lived 
at 1042 Kensington. The shop closed 
in the 1970s. 
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History of the Columbia River Valley from The Dalles to the Sea, Vol. III 


CAPTAIN CHARLES S. GUNDERSON 


The hero of many thrilling 
episodes as a pilot and captain, 
Charles S. Gunderson is now living 
retired at the age of seventy-four years 
and for the past half century has made 
his home in Clatsop county. He was 
born in Bergen, Norway, February 3, 
1854, a son of Gabriel and Bernthine 
Gunderson, who spent their entire 
lives there. The father was a deep water 
sailor and pilot who followed the sea 
for many years and became familiar 
with nearly all the ports of the world. 
In his family were nine children, four 
of whom survive, namely: Mrs. Dina 
Winsens, who resides in Norway; 
Charles S., of this review; Derby, who 
is living retired at Seaside, Oregon; 
and Mrs. Charlotte Ekstrom, a 
resident of Astoria, Oregon. 

Charles S. Gunderson inherited 
a love of the sea from his Viking 
ancestors which expressed itself early 
in life. He attended the public schools 
of his native land in the acquirement 
of an education and was confirmed 
in the Lutheran church when a 
youth of fourteen. As a boy he served 
a five years’ apprenticeship at the 
sailmaker’s trade and then shipped 
in that capacity on a sailing vessel 
from Norway. He afterward became a 
sailor on the Great Lakes and in 1876 
arrived in Astoria, Oregon, where he 


was first employed in loading lumber 
on the bark Whistler at Knappton, 
Washington, across the river from 
Astoria. 

The following summer he fished for 
salmon on the Columbia and was on 
the first fishing boat which drifted out 
(against his wish) over the bar. After 
two days and nights they were rescued 
by a tugboat and towed to Astoria. 
A little later he was offered a job as 
deck hand on the tugboat which had 
rescued the fishing boat. He had been 
brought up in a small boat, was fa- 
miliar with ships of all kinds and was 
used to rough water and hard work. 
Liking his job, he stayed with it even 
though his shipmates generally found 
it too hard and the pay too small. 

Mr. Gunderson was soon promoted 
to a higher grade with better pay, 
working under the famous mariner 
and martinet, Captain George Flavel, 
a man of vision, who kept his weather 
eye open all the time and had full 
control over the shipping on the lower 
Columbia for many years, surround- 
ing himself with as loyal a set of men 
as ever could be found. 

In 1878 Mr. Gunderson received 
an offer to go to Chicago and take 
charge of a vessel. The idea of being 
master pleased him and he continued 
in charge thereof until the vessel was 
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sold, when he returned to Oregon and 
again joined the bar tugs. 

In 1881 he was offered the position 
of pilot and procured a license from 
the state of Oregon and also from the 
United States local inspector, being 
the youngest pilot in point of years 
who had up to that time ever been 
given such a license. He realized that 
it was up to him to make good. The 
Columbia bar had an ugly name. 
There was little water there and the 
wheat-carrying boats of Portland were 
being built larger and with deeper 
draft. The tugboats were small and of 
little power. Tacoma was contending 
for the trade and the Puget Sound 
papers delighted in printing stories 
about the terrible Columbia river bar. 
Oregon naturally did not want to lose 
its trade and it was up to the men in 
charge of the shipping to make good. 
The channels across the bar would 
shift so that when a ship had crossed 
out in safety one year and came back 
the next it would find but little water 
in its previous course. This was true of 
the Bessie, whose captain after a year’s 
absence attempted to sail in without 
a pilot. The vessel stuck on the bar 
and when the following day Captain 
Gunderson took a rescue boat out 
he found but little of the Bessie left 
above water. 

The Fern Glen ran on Clatsop 
spit and capsized there. Captain 
Gunderson was one of the volunteer 
crew who manned the life-boat and 
assisted in saving her crew. The bark 





Capt. CHARLES S. GUNDERSON 
(1854-1928) 


Rival parted her hawser and went on 
Peacock spit, but her crew was saved. 
Another ship struck bottom going out 
and sank twenty-five miles off shore. 
The bark Corsica was towing out just 
a mile ahead of Captain Gunderson 
on board another bark of similar 
size and draft. The former struck 
bottom, while Captain Gunderson’s 
ship ran clear. The captain of the 
Corsica had to abandon his ship and 
Captain Gunderson and the men on 
the tug stood by that night and saw 
her sink. The Corsica had steamed fast 
ahead, while Captain Gunderson had 
slowed his ship down as he saw the 
sea running. 

On one occasion he piloted a tramp 
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steamer outbound for China with 
lumber and with a high deck load. 
The Captain was to be taken off the 
ship by a tugboat. It was usual for the 
tug to send a small boat alongside the 
ship for the pilot after getting out to 
sea, but the tug in question had no 
small boat and it was not safe for her 
to come alongside the large steamer in 
a seaway. Captain Gunderson did not 
relish the idea of going to China, so 
told the captain of the tug to come up 
parallel with the ship, then steer away 
at right angles and back in toward the 
ship, and that when she got close to 
the side he would jump overboard on 
the tug’s stern. He did this but said he 
would never repeat that performance, 
which caused much sensation among 
those who witnessed it. He thought 
that he would never land, as the tug 
fell off between two seas, but he made 
it, and the old Swedish captain of the 
tug said: “That was a good yump, by 
God!” 

On another occasion when Captain 
Gunderson was beating about off 
the bar with the pilot boat, a small 
schooner came close and asked if 
there was a pilot aboard. Captain 
Gunderson inquired whither he was 
bound and was told to Astoria and 
that he wanted a pilot if one could 
get on board. This was all the Captain 
needed. The small boat was gotten 
out and he, with two seamen, rowed 
toward the little schooner, which was 
head on to the sea, carrying a cargo 
of salmon and the Chinese cannery 


workers together with a deck load 
of cedar lumber. Her jib boom went 
under water when she met the seas, 
and the end of her main boom went 
under when her bow was in the air, 
while the seas were washing over her 
rails. Captain Gunderson saw that the 
only way to get on board was to back 
his boat as near to the main boom 
as possible and then to make a jump 
for the boom lift when the end was 
under water. This he did, watching 
his chance to slide down to the boom 
and onto the deck. He then ordered 
the Chinese below, set more sail and 
sailed in over a very badly breaking 
bar to Astoria. These and many other 
incidents which proved his personal 
courage and demonstrated his notable 
skill as a pilot showed the important 
part that Captain Gunderson played 
in connection with the maritime 
interests of the northwest. 

As the years passed this shipping 
business was increasing and the ships 
were becoming larger and of deeper 
draft, but the water on the bar was 
not deepening. The building of the 
south jetty was of some benefit, but 
it was not until the dredge Chinook 
went to work there that a material 
increase in the depth of the water 
was noted. Meanwhile Captain 
Gunderson and others were working 
at disadvantage, for loaded ships were 
necessarily detained inside when the 
bar was too rough to cross in safety. 
At times chances were taken which 
did not always prove successful. In 


18 CLatsop County HisTorica SOCIETY 


the late ‘80s the complaints of the 
shippers of Portland against the 
cost of towage on the bar were so 
strong that the astute Captain Flavel 
decided to give it up and so informed 
Captain Gunderson, requesting him 
to transmit such information to the 
other pilots. As the law of Oregon 
then prohibited a pilot to be employed 
as such by a tugboat owner and the 
state had built and maintained a 
pilot schooner off the bar, the pilots 
working for Captain Flavel had previ- 
ously obtained their licenses from the 
territory of Washington and would 
be thrown out of employment when 
he quit. They decided to pool their 
resources and obtain a vessel suitable 
for such service, having meanwhile 
made arrangements with the Oregon 
pilots to enter into partnership with 
them, and as shipping was good, to 
keep two schooners outside on duty. 
Captain Gunderson was selected to 
go to San Francisco and either buy 
or build such a vessel. Not finding 
one there, he made a contract with 
a shipbuilder and had the eighty-ton 
schooner C. G. White built and with 
Captain Staples and crew sailed for 
Astoria. The day after her arrival she 
went on her station off the bar in 
connection with the Oregon boat, 
the Governor Moody. While the 
Washington pilotage fees were much 
larger than those prescribed by the 
Oregon laws, they charged only the 
lower rate and paid the tugboats a 
certain percentage of such fees for 


such service as they might render. 

At the next session of the Oregon 
legislature the Oregon Railway & 
Navigation Company was given 
complete control over the pilotage and 
towage and their house flag was flying 
over the pilot boat owned by the state. 
The owners of the C. G. White were 
told neither themselves nor the vessel 
were wanted, and though they had 
owned the C. G. White but eighteen 
months, they were obliged to sell for 
such price as they could obtain. *See 
letter from Capt. Gunderson to his 
wife on page 47. 

Captain Gunderson with two 
friends then bought a small steamer 
and he ran as her master on the river 
for three months, when he was of- 
fered a pilot’s position by the Oregon 
Railway & Navigation Company. 
As he was doing well with his little 
boat, he declined the offer and soon 
the large corporation found the pilot 
service unprofitable, so that all pilots 
were again free to run the state’s pilot 
boat under the supervision of the state 
pilot commission, who held them 
strictly to account. The Governor 
Moody, while in charge of the Oregon 
Railway & Navigation Company 
and in command of a comparative 
stranger on the coast, was wrecked 
on McKinzie Head. 

Four years after Captain Gunderson 
had become part owner of the steamer, 
the railroad from Seaside to Portland 
was completed, which made their 
run unprofitable, so he disposed of 
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his share in the vessel and with the 
schooner Jessie and three other pilots 
started in opposition to the Oregon 
pilots. After some months his partners 
were spirited away by the Oregon 
pilots and he was left alone, so he 
decided to again obtain an Oregon 
license and buy a share in the pilot 
boat Joseph Pulitzer, which was owned 
and operated by the pilots. All went 
well for several years until the port of 
Portland was granted the privilege by 
the legislature to have control of the 
pilot service. Captain Gunderson was 
one of the five chosen to continue the 
work and thereafter was employed by 
the port of Portland on a monthly 
salary until the commission decided 
to cut the salary ten per cent. Not 
willing to accept the cut, he resigned 
and a few months later he was offered 
his former position and former salary, 
which he again declined. When the 
port of Portland decided to give up 
control of the pilotage, he was asked 
to take charge, which he finally did, 
and was given a free hand with the 
understanding that the pilotage to 
be charged ships would be lower 
than allowed by the state of Oregon. 
This agreement was faithfully car- 
ried out for several years, the port of 
Portland contributing a certain sum 
per month for the maintenance of the 
pilot boat Joseph Pulitzer, which was 
kept cruising outside the bar. After 
several months this was deemed too 
expensive, however, and Captain 
Gunderson was requested to bring the 


vessel to Portland to be laid up. Later 
she was sold and subsequently was lost 
on the beach in Alaska. 

In 1911 Captain Gunderson was 
appointed by the governor a lieuten- 
ant commander and member of the 
naval board of the naval militia of 
the state of Oregon and so remained 
for three years, when that branch 
of the service was discontinued by 
the legislature. In 1917 he offered 
his services to the government and 
was asked to assist in piloting the 
personnel for the coast defense. He 
passed the physical examination and 
was at the point of being enrolled 
when it was discovered that he was 
beyond the age limit. As his service 
was desired, the matter was referred 
to the admiral of the district and by 
him to officials at Washington, D.C., 
who sent word back that on account 
of his age he could not be accepted. 
In 1923, however, he was appointed by 
Governor Pierce a member of the state 
pilot commission and was elected its 
president, was reappointed in 1925 and 
served as president for four years, or 
until the end of his term in 1927. 

Well may Captain Gunderson feel 
pride in the fact that in the more 
than thirty-three years of his active 
service as pilot on the Columbia river 
bar he never lost a ship or so far as he 
knows, damaged one, and never was 
he called on any either the officials of 
the federal government or the state 
pilot commission to explain any act 
of omission of duty. When he realized 
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that age was coming upon him, he 
decided to quietly withdraw while his 
record was clear and clean. He still 
manifests a deep interest in maritime 
affairs and keeps posted on all things 
pertaining thereto. He loves to take 
a trip out over the bar to note the 
changes and to wonder and approve 
of the many aids to navigation now 
given the pilots and other marines 
and to think back over the days when 
he as a pilot had to struggle without 
such aids. There was no light on 
Tillamook rock, or on North Head, 
or Desdemona Sands, or Fort Stevens, 
Tansy Point or Lower Sands, or the 
Astoria port docks, nor were there any 
light ships or lighted buoys on the bar 
or river, and still he and other pilots 
often towed ships in at night, and 
Captain Gunderson personally has 
sailed ships from the sea to Astoria 
at midnight without the aid of a tug. 

A fact worthy of note is that 
Captain Gunderson’s appointment as 
a member of the naval board of the 
naval militia of Oregon, of which he 
acted as lieutenant commander from 
rgrt until 1914, came from Governor 
Oswald West, democratic executive, 
and that Captain Gunderson is a 
republican was a mark of esteem 
and a high tribute to his capability. 
A business block which he owned 
was destroyed in the conflagration at 
Astoria in 1922, but this he immedi- 
ately replaced by a fine modern Class 
A building on concrete and steel that 
occupies one of the best locations in 


the business section of the city. 

In 1883 Captain Gunderson 
was united in marriage to Annie 
Andersen, a native of Wisconsin 
and a daughter of Samuel and Inger 
(Knutsen) Andersen, both of whom 
were born in Norway. ‘The father, a 
sailor and fisherman, emigrated to 
the United States in 1851 and settled 
in Wisconsin, where he followed 
agricultural pursuits until 1872. In 
the latter year he came west locating 
at Seabeck, Washington, where for a 
number of years he engaged in fishing 
and packing salmon. Subsequently 
he purchased property and built a 
home at Coos Bay, Oregon, where he 
continued active as a fisherman until 
the time of his death in 1886. His 
widow, Mrs. Inger Andersen, died 
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Gunderson, at Seaside, Oregon, in 
1920, when ninety years of age. Mrs. 
Gunderson is the only survivor of the 
several children of Samuel and Inger 
Andersen. 

Captain and Mrs. Gunderson 
are the parents of two daughters. 
Bernthine, born in Astoria, is the wife 
of Dr. Samuel B. Foster, a veterinary 
surgeon of Portland, and they have a 
son, Samuel Gunderson Foster, who is 
eight years old. Ethel Ivy Gunderson, 
also born in Astoria, pursued the 
grammar school course there and sub- 
sequently took a commercial course 
in the Portland Business College, 
after which she studied stenography 
and shorthand in the Behnke-Walker 
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Capt. GUNDERSON’S BUILDING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF COMMERCIAL STREET 
BETWEEN IITH AND I2TH WAS DESIGNED BY ASTORIA ARCHITECT JOHN E. Wicks 
WHO HAD AN OFFICE ON THE SECOND FLOOR NEXT TO THE LAW OFFICES OF NORBLAD, 
Wyatt aNnD MacDonaLp. PHOTO Ca. 1959. 


Business College of Portland. She 
then worked as a bookkeeper in 
Astoria for two years and next took a 
nurses’ training course at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital of Portland. Following her 
graduation she went to New York 
city, where she pursued postgraduate 
work in a hospital for babies, while 
subsequently she removed to Chicago 
and there continued her postgradu- 
ate studies in a hospital for crippled 
children. Returning to Portland, she 
completed her high school work, 


which she felt had been neglected, 
and then spent a year at the University 
of Oregon. Miss Gunderson came 
back to Portland to take a position 
in a hospital and at the same time 
continued her university class work, 
being graduated in 1928, when the 
University of Oregon conferred upon 
her the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
This is a record of which her parents 
are justly proud, for she has acquired 
higher education through her own 
earnings and by her ambitious spirit 
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AERIAL VIEW OF SEASIDE, LOOKING EAST FROM THE TURN-AROU 
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ROUND. THE DATE ON A RELATED PHOTO IS NOVEMBER 26, 1969 
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and undaunted determination has 
proved her Viking blood. 

Captain Gunderson has been a 
member of the local lodge of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
for the past forty-seven years and 
has passed through all of the chairs. 
He also belongs to the Scandinavian 
Benevolent society of Astoria and to 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

His wife is very fond of fishing for 
trout and also manifests a keen love 
of flowers. The Gunderson home at 
Seaside is a riot of bloom in the sum- 
mer season, many summer visitors 
declaring that the Gunderson gardens 
make a visit to Seaside well worth 
while. Mrs. Gunderson specializes in 
dahlias, as the cool and moist climate 
of Seaside is especially favorable 
to their finest development. At the 
annual dahlia show held at Seaside, 
Mrs. Gunderson usually is awarded 
the lion’s share of the prizes. In 1928 
her blooms captured fourteen blue 
ribbons, twelve red ribbons and eight 
honorable mention, besides the first 
prize for collection, for size, perfec- 
tion and variety and color. They are 
unsurpassed anywhere. After the 
dahlia show is over, Mrs. Gunderson 
generously bestows choice bouquets 
of these magnificent flowers upon her 
many friends. 


The photographs on the following 
pages were copied from enlargements 
that Sam Foster had made from what 
he appears to have considered “the best 
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SAMUEL GUNDERSON FOSTER 
(1920-2006) 


of his best.” The themes are several: the 
coastal towns with a broad choice of 
exciting activities; the changing scenes 
as a result of the destruction of the old 
familiar buildings and their replace- 
ment by the new; the odd personas 
that residents and visitors adopt in 
their quest for style; the car crash that 
suddenly ends a journey, and the heroes 
who come to the rescue. Through it all 
we can see Sam’s exuberant good humor 
reflected in the faces of those he has 
photographed. 

We have not been entirely success- 
ful in learning the story behind each 
photograph, but Sam captured enough 
elements in each one to allow us to make 
an interpretation. Negatives have been 


found for many of the photos but not all. 
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Iv TOOK IMAGINATION TO ILLUSTRATE THE CLOSING OF THE ST. Mary’s HospiTa By 
PHOTOGRAPHING A NUN STANDING ON A STACK OF BED FRAMES. THE RESULT WAS AN 
EYE-CATCHING IMAGE. THE HOSPITAL CLOSED IN 1970. 
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AERIAL VIEW OF SEASIDE LOOKING WEST FROM BROADWAY NOVEMBER 26. 
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Tue 3 Boys Market at BROADWAY AND HOLLADAY 
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ABOVE: CEREMONIAL PLOWING THE GROUND FOR THE NEW CONVENTION CENTER IN 
SEASIDE, CA. JUNE 17, 1971. A “MULE” TEAM CONSISTING OF CITY COUNCILMEN, CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE REPRESENTATIVES, AND MEMBERS OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE WAS 
GUIDED BY Mayor ELvIN GOODMAN, ALONG WITH CITY, COUNTY AND STATE OFFICIALS. 
BELOW: CELEBRATION OF THE COMPLETED CONVENTION CENTER May 8, 1972 WITH 
Miss CLatsop County AND Mayor Evin C. GOODMAN, AT RIGHT. JIMMIE ROGERS 
WAS THE FEATURED PERFORMER IN A CONCERT AT THE GRAND OPENING. 
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ABOVE: AN UNKNOWN OCCASION. IF YOU CAN IDENTIFY THE PEOPLE, CALL THE HERITAGE 
MusEuM AT 503-338-4849. BELOw: UNDATED PHOTO OF ROLF KLEP, DIRECTOR OF THE 
CoLuMBIA River MariITIME MusEUM, WHEN IT WAS LOCATED AT WHAT IS Now CCHS’s 
Heritace Museum. LEFT To RIGHT: UNKNowN, JoE Dyer (?), Clay Myers OREGON 
SECRETARY OF STATE FROM 1867 TO 1977 AND OREGON STATE TREASURER FROM I877 TO 
1984, Rotr Kiep, Harry STEINBOCK, LONG TIME ASTORIA MAYOR AND JOHN McGowan. 
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ABOVE: THE JUNE Is, 1972 SEASIDE SIGNAL ADVERTISED THE WILL LOGAN 
Duo PERFORMING IN THE RED CARPET ROOM AT THE SEASIDER Motor INN 
“EVERY NIGHT EXCEPT SUNDAY AND Monpay.” WILL LOGAN IS AT FAR RIGHT. 


BELOW: ONE OF A SERIES OF PHOTOS SHOT FOR AN AD FOR THE GRAND OPENING OF 
THE FRENCH QUARTER BEAUTY SHOP, © FINEST IN H1GH STYLING,” CHAMPAGNE, PUNCH 
AND COOKIES SERVED AT 405 AVE. A IN SEASIDE, DECEMBER 14, 1972. 
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ABOVE: FORMAL WEAR FOR A CLUB MEETING AT THE SEASIDE ELKs LODGE, APRIL 2, 1970. 


Brtow: UNDATED PHOTO TAKEN AT THE Port oF AsTorIA. IF ANYONE HAS MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT THESE PHOTOS, PLEASE CALL CCHS ar 503-338-4849. 
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ONE OF A SERIES OF PUBLICITY PHOTOS FOR THE SANDCASTLE CONTEST 


AT CANNON BEACH. 





SUS SNS Suess eae 3S em wt a 


D.B. Cooper, HOW DID You DO IT? Dan Cooper HIJACKED A BOEING 727 ON 
NoveEMBER 24, 1971. HE HAS NOT BEEN APPREHENDED YET. 
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CAPTAIN CHARLES S. GUNDERSON TO 
HIS WIFE ANNIE CA. 1887-88 


San Francisco July 26th 

My darling wife, 
Dearest I thank you for the very kind 
letter of the 22nd and will begin to 
answer it tonight but will not send it 
until Thursday since you would not get 
it till Saturday were I to send it by mail. 
I long for you and sincerely wish you 
were sitting by my side at this minute, I 
would kiss you and thank you for your 
love and assure you that my heart is yours 
and beats but for you Oh my darling my 
love You are the one on earth for me the 
dearest and best of wives and my precious 
jewel my Wife! You say that were I with 
you when you were writing to me You 
would be in my arms Yes darling and I 
would hold you fast in a loving embrace 
and not let you go for a long long time, 
we would give ourselves up to love and 
enjoy the bliss of the hour, but alas it 
can not be for a long time yet, when 
you get this it will be but a week to our 
wedding anniversary and I do so much 
wish I could be with you there, but no, 
that pleasure will not be for me this time. 

In regard to the vessel I wish to state 
that as I predicted in Astoria, she will not 
be ready on the 6th ----, but one week 
later, on August 13th in the evening she 
is to be launched if nothing unforeseen 
happens, she will then be about ready for 


sea except as to the ballast and perhaps a 
little touch of paint here and there, then 
in a far day we will sail for home and 
may we havea speedy passage is my wish. 

Having not come to any conclusion 
about a name while at home I decided 
today to name her after the builder, 
thinking that he will on that account 
favor us a little more in a good many 
ways, therefor her name will be “C. G. 
White.” 

That sounds pretty good and will give 
satisfaction I think. If not, I don’t care 
a snap. Of course that will generally be 
the “White” but that’s short and good 
enough too. This trip has been both good 
and bad for me. I have learned a good 
deal about shipbuilding and if ever it 
should happen that I should go on such 
an errand again I will be a great deal bet- 
ter competent for the job than I am now. 
I have one excuse now though, I always 
admitted I knew nothing aboutit, I never 
said I could do this business properly and 
I suppose there will be many things to 
find fault with, I can see this is going to 
be a thankless job so I will prepare for 
the worst and hope for the best, as I said 
before I was a fool for going down here 
and ought to have staid with you and 
the babies. You and I could have had 
lots of fun this summer and such fun, 
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oh it makes my mouth water for some 
of it now when only thinking about it. 
Now mamma dear I will tell you 
a little about Flavel and his doings 
here; you know he went down for the 
ostensible purpose of seeing about the 
new boilers for the tug Astoria, but the 
principal object was to try and make 
terms with the opposition—I have had 
several long talks with him and just left 
him as I went to write this. The steamer 
leaves at Io am tomorrow, but he cannot 
get away on her but expects to get away 
by the overland route at 5 pm tomorrow, 
he told me that they had nearly arranged 
the compromise and thought they would 
come to an agreement tomorrow, the 
only thing was the question of pooling 
the cost of fuel consumption and the 
hiring and discharging all help. Says he 
“Tam to be the supreme ruler” to manage 
their boats with mine and to run their 
boats like I do my own, in which case 
the cook of the “Wizard” will be out 
of a job, as Flavel says he can wittle the 
boats cheaper than he can and there 
is some more men that would be left 
out in the cold also, who it would be I 
know not, nor do I know how they will 
manage with the Oregon Pilots or the 
Washington ones either, only this that 
as long as that old Terrier has anything 
to do with it, he will not allow his side 
to suffer. I can see that much and has 
therefor made my self pretty solid with 
the Power that be. He is going to put 5 
or 600 tons coal on his tansy point wharf 
so “pity the tugboat men” hereafter as he 
has leased his large wharf to Coleman he 


hasn't wharfroom for all the tugs other- 
ways, the party here wants Flavel to put 
one boat towing on the river presumably 
the “Wizard” but he says he don’t like to 
do that. One thing is sure, there will be 
lots of fun whether they compromise or 
not, the old man is really sick and tired of 
the business and did offer to sell the busi- 
ness and the Astoria to them, but they 
wouldn’t buy, neither would Flavel buy 
their boats as they offered to him, they 
are both willing to sell but none to buy. 
Old Fluff grinned and said what a hell of 
a pill them fellows would have to swallow 
if he took the management, Oh the old 
sinner. I felt like choking him but had to 
smile a sickly smile when he said so, but 
says he I am old and sick and don’t want 
to lose too much money there, so that if 
it wasn't for that I don’t want anybody 
to say that Flavel was run off, I'd quit 
anyway that’s how I feel about it, they are 
willing to leave everything with him and 
I believe they will conclude arrangements 
tomorrow and then there will be a hul- 
labaloo. There is no use bucking the old 
sinner thats plain, therefor I have kept in 
his good graces and am sure he will not 
go back on this chicken as long as our 
interest doesn’t clash too hard but he has 
little love for any body but George Flavel 

When you have read this you will 
know more about the matter than any 
other person in Astoria as Flavel can't 
possibly get there till Tuesday evening 
but you can keep it to yourself'as nothing 
is definitely settled yet and I suppose you 
will hear rumors about it too. 
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